
 

 

SOFIA 

¬ Boryana Petkova / No Blood Relations / solo exhibition / curated by Irina Batkova / Sofia Arsenal – 

Museum of contemporary art, 2, Cherni Vrah Blvd. / July 25 - September 15. “In “Nо Blood Relations”, 

Boryana Petkova uncompromisingly presents a hidden part of her inner world, one that we usually suppress and 

do not reveal to others. In this way, she places her practice at the centre of the debate about the role and 

meaning of art as a tool in the pursuit of truth and the price an artist is willing to pay.” - Irina Batkova 

https://tinyurl.com/3k7beb8x  

¬ Masters of photography 16th edition. Jessica Lange. Photographs / solo show / National Gallery, The 

Palace, 1, Knyaz Alexander I Sq. / July 4 - September 29. Two Academy Awards winner, renowned cinema 

and theater actress Jessica Lange has been building a career as a fine-art photographer for almost two decades. 

Her first-ever retrospective in Bulgaria presents private, virtually intimate works, created during her travels around 

the world. https://tinyurl.com/ysm7sbkn  

¬ Bistra Lechevalier / retrospective exhibition / curated by Yana Bratanova / National Gallery, Kvadrat 500, 

1, 19th February St. / July 16 - October 20. The National Gallery continues its mission and policy of introducing 

the public to artists of Bulgarian origin who have won professional recognition beyond the country’s borders. 

Bistra Lechevalier is one of a few contemporary conceptual artists who have risen to international prominence. 

This retrospective exhibition presents her art in Bulgaria for the first time. Iconic sculptures, objects, drawings and 

installations from Bistra Lechevalier’s studio and the Enseigne des Oudin Endowment Fund collection in Paris will 

be showcased. The emblematic series include ‘After’ (2024), a large-scale installation, never shown before, and 

fully adapted to the spatial characteristics of the exhibition gallery. https://tinyurl.com/2xf3v5rk  
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¬ The Wall Vol. 5: Filipina Stamenkova / Reflections / site-specific installation / curated by Martin 

Kostashki / National Gallery, Kvadrat 500, Entrance at 95, Vasil Levski Blvd. / June 6 2024 - May 31 2025. 

The fifth edition of the National Gallery project, ‘The Wall’, presents ‘Reflections’, a site-specific installation by 

artist Filipina Stamenkova. The artist explains: ‘When visitors reach this wall, they see themselves reflected in the 

mirror and thus occupy a central place in the installation. In the context of architecture and exteriors, mirrors 

retain the magical ability to bend, distort, expand and transform images and, through them, our perception of 

those images and our relationship with the living space. 

https://nationalgallery.bg/exhibitions/the-wall-vol-5-filipina-stamenkova-reflections/  

¬ Labour : When the Foundations Were Laid / group exhibition / Museum of Art from the Socialist Period, 

7, Luchezar Stanchev St. / June 20 - November 24. The exhibition focuses on one of the most significant 

themes in the art of Socialism—labour. Among the artists behind the paintings, sculptures, graphics and applied 

art works, names such as Iliya Petrov, Dechko Uzunov, Stoyan Sotirov, Nikola Tanev, Stoyan Venev, Ekaterina 

Savova-Nenova, and Alexander Poplilov, stand out. Both classic examples of Socialist Realism and unknown or 

previously unexhibited works are on display. 

https://nationalgallery.bg/exhibitions/labour-when-the-foundations-were-laid/  

¬ Helga Paris / retrospective exhibition / curated by Inka Schube / Goethe-Institut and Sofia City Art 

Gallery, 1 Gurko St. / September 19 - November 24. The work of Helga Paris (1938-2024) played an important 

role in German photography. With her individual images and series, she unfolds a peculiar pictorial palette of East 

German everyday life from the late 1960s to the 1990s. The fact that she lived through the Second World War as 

a child and grew up with the hopes of the post-war and reconstruction years perhaps contributes to the particular 

poetics of her visual world. The exhibition contains around 130 black and white photographs, short explanatory 

texts and a film portrait created by Helke Misselwitz. https://tinyurl.com/3swd8b3j  

¬ Judit Rita Rabóczky / Female Nature / solo show / curated by Reneta Georgieva / Vaska Emanuilova 

Gallery, 15 Yanko Sakazov Blvd. and Liszt Institute - Hungarian Cultural Institute, 16 Aksakov St. / 

September 9 - November 10. The exhibition is presented in parallel in two spaces - at the Vaska Emanuilova 

Gallery and at the Liszt Institute. Seven female bodies made of recycled materials are exhibited among the 

ceramic figures in Vaska Emanuilova's permanent exhibition. The parallel between the two authors with almost a 

hundred years of distance between them creates a special choreography and rhythm in the museum’s space. The 

exhibition space of the Liszt Institute presents the series "The Mysterious Object of Desire", in which the 

stereotypes of femininity are emptied of their content and wrapped in iron armour. https://tinyurl.com/4a3aj9rx  

¬ Li-ber-ta-te! Cво-бо-да! Free-dom! / group exhibition / UBA, Sofia press gallery, 29 Slavyanska Str. / 

September 2 - 29. Li-ber-ta-te! Cво-бо-да! Free-dom! is a conceptual exhibition that presents for the first time in 

Sofia nearly 20 Romanian artists - from established to young authors, reflecting several phases of Romanian 

contemporary art. The exhibition takes a visual look at Romania's recent past, presenting illustrative artistic 

interpretations of how accepting one's own history, the question of freedom and the understanding of personal 

experience in a world of transition. The exhibition is organised in the context of the 35th anniversary of the fall of 

communism in Eastern Europe. https://tinyurl.com/dx46m4cd  

¬ Constantine Zlatev / Peace by Peace / solo show / curated by Maria Vasileva / Structura Gallery, 9 

Kuzman Shapkarev St. / September 17 - October 12. “The exhibition’s title is a pun on the English expression 

“piece by piece.” It refers to the idea that every small meaningful action could move humanity away from a global 

military catastrophe. It is also inspired by the “Trade Beads” series of works dealing with the historical past and 

the seemingly inevitable repetition of events. The rosary of cast iron bomb-like shapes “Prayer Beads,” 2016, best 

illustrates the exhibition’s message and becomes a sign of shattered faith, lost illusions and, futile prayers.” - 

Maria Vasileva https://structura.gallery/en/exhibitions/peace-by-peace/  
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¬ Jelko Terziev / Even something good is not as good as nothing / solo show / Goethe-Institut, 1 

Budapest Str. / September 12 - October 3. The main question that Jelko Terziev explores within this artistic 

search is - can we draw parallels between contemporary art and Zen? Despite the comprehensiveness of the 

question formulated in this way, the author does not aim to compare all their characteristics one by one, but 

primarily one, but distinctive feature. It is the tendency or integral part of the philosophy of both to use 

contradiction or paradox as a method of explaining and understanding the phenomena around us or what we call 

reality. https://tinyurl.com/r7b8cncj  

¬ Ecologies of Prehod / group show / curated by Off-Site / Swimming Pool, 10 Tsar Osvoboditel St. / 

August 1 - September 24. Ecologies of Prehod, curated by Off-Site, engages with sites of ruination in Bulgaria 

through sculpture, installation, sound, and moving-image work. For the past four years, invited artists Nicolás 

Kisic Aguirre, Katarina Burin, Sam Ghantous, Elitza Koeva, Manar Moursi. have participated in long-term 

collaborations with specific sites through mailed prompts collected by locals in Bulgaria, distributed by the project 

team, and entrusted in the artists’ care for the duration of their research. In re-imagining what it means to care 

from a distance for tangible and intangible heritage that is constantly in a state of change, Ecologies of Prehod 

the exhibition rethinks Prehod from a proper noun to a process of transitioning from one material state, historical 

period, and geographic place to another. https://fb.me/e/6DxbgK0nC  

¬ Rashid Al Khalifa / Continuum / solo show / Credo Bonum Gallery, 2 Slavyanska str. / September 4 - 

October 24. The exhibition includes works from three series of the Bahraini artist: Spectrum, Waves, and Les 

Roses de Bagatelle, on which the author has been working in recent years. In the concept of Spectrum lies the 

modern reading of the 'rules of repetition' in the tradition of Islamic art. The works from the Waves series are 

constructed in a similar way. They pay homage to the sea that surrounds Bahrain on all sides, and the rhythmic 

repetitions of shapes and lines correspond to the cultural tradition of the island. The works from the Les Roses de 

Bagatelle series take us on an emotional journey inspired by the flora of the Château de Bagatelle. 

https://tinyurl.com/4dwxyuu2  

¬ Youlian Tabakov / Water Tower / site-specific installation / +359 Gallery, 13A Galitchitsa Str. / August 15 - 

September 15. "Inconsolable is your grief / in your own tears you drawn / an endless waterfall that washes over 

you / yet, the earth beneath your feet is dry." - “Water Tower”, by Youlian Tabakov https://tinyurl.com/yc6jhh8r  

¬ Teodor Genov / From Water to Stone / solo show / curated by Stefka Tsaneva / Little Bird Place Gallery, 

7 "11th August" str. / September 10 - 27. ”Teodor Genov began preparations for the exhibition from his 

unrealized residency with thoughts on water, drought, and rocks - those that remain at the bottom of a dried-up 

river, and those others that end up as luxury products in someone's home after being painfully separated from the 

earth and then carefully cut and polished in the company of clouds of noxious dust and tons of water. His 

thoughts flitted blindly between the waterlessness in Leshten, the news of protests against stone quarries in 

various parts of the Rhodope Mountains in recent years, the drought, and the thoughts of the future during a 

global climate crisis lurking in the dark corners of his mind. From this emerged a series of drawings on paper and 

stone that do not follow a linear narrative, nor attempt a political message. Much more they present a mosaic of 

reflections, cultural and historical references and bitter jokes in his typical crude cartoonish style.” - Stefka 

Tsaneva https://tinyurl.com/mry96jsf  

¬ Deyan Yanev / Enduring realities – autochthonous archetypes / solo show / Arosita Gallery, 12B 

Vrabcha Str. / September 4 - 18. The exhibition reveals the author's desire to analyse and explore the impulses 

and incentives that prompt certain actions and behaviour. Motivated by his observations of human nature, Deyan 

Yanev examines and creates characteristic archetypal states and mythologized images. By constantly 

superimposing stereotypical images and types of behaviour in communication, the author builds an "image" - a 

modern archetype of the autochthonous /primary/ role model. https://fb.me/e/5CEQsTupj  
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¬ Mihaela Aroyo / Dreaming in Bulgarian / solo exhibition / Synthesis Gallery, 55 “Vasil Levski” Blvd / July 

30 - September 24. Mihaela Aroyo has studied and documented the culture and identity of the Bulgarian 

diaspora in Bessarabia with an emphasis on the history of the region. Over the course of five years, she has 

visited over 60 towns and localities with a predominantly Bulgarian population. During her 14 trips to the area 

Mihaela photographed people's traditions, daily life, and made friendships. At the same time, she recorded 

interviews, songs and poems with the members of these communities. Journalist and music selector Svetoslav 

Todorov then transformed these recordings into a soundscape for the exhibition. The exhibition also includes the 

text 'The Bessarabian Front' by the journalist and writer Dimiter Kenarov. https://tinyurl.com/yywbjkrx  

¬ Aaron Roth / The Last Good Drink / solo show / KO-OP, 5 Triaditsa Str. / September 4 - 29. In “The Last 

Good Drink”, Aaron Roth presents an installation commissioned by KO-OP that critically examines the impact of 

real estate development on our urban environment. Roth’s installation reconfigures the gallery space by using raw 

construction materials typically found on building sites. These unrefined materials are transformed into an 

aesthetic that embodies commodification, representing a form of capitalist realism that alludes to its socialist 

counterpart. https://tinyurl.com/474yt6w4  

¬ Ina Valentinova / The Dream of Polyphilia / solo show / Punta Gallery, 13 Dunav St. and Posta Space, 34 

Knyaz Dondukov Bul. / September 10 - October 5. “In the exhibition "The Dream of Polyphilia" Ina Valentinova 

explores the structure of the dream. She deals with the constituent parts of this space, characterized by 

ephemerality and immateriality, in which the visual field forms and dissolves, following its own logic of time and 

narrative, that takes us places or leads to a dead end.The starting point of the exhibition is the incunabula 

“Hypnerotomachia Poliphili”, one of the first richly illustrated printed editions dating back to 15th century Italy.” - 

Boyana Dzhikova, curator https://fb.me/e/6z1nl4dYF  

¬ Petar Georgiev - RAY / Overcoming / solo show / One Gallery, 1 Diakon Ignatij Str. / September 9 - 24. 

The works in this exhibition explore the limits of the imagination by presenting fantastical creatures and forms that 

appear alive and breathing even though they do not exist in the world we know. The artist uses soft, curvilinear 

forms reminiscent of biological structures, coral, algae and other natural elements to create surreal compositions 

that are both strange and beautiful. https://www.onegallery.eu/  

 

PLOVDIV 

¬ Back to Earth. National autumn exhibitions / curated by prof. dr. Galina Lardeva / Old Town - 

Balabanova House, Hindliyan House, Mexican Art House / September 1 – 30. "From time immemorial to 

today, the contact with the earth, the partial or temporary return to/to it, has been perceived as a fundamental and 

universal support in human culture," says curator Prof. Dr. Galina Lardeva about the concept of the exhibitions. 

With the participation of Petrinel Gochev (drawing and sculpture), Tsocho Boyadzhiev (photography), Stanimir 

Genov (painting), Gergana Tabakova (painting), Kamen Tsvetkov (sculpture), Liliana Alexandrova (watercolor and 

drawing), Gita Markova (art glass), Snezhana Simeonova (sculpture), Goran Trichkovski (graphics) 

https://tinyurl.com/ymynh5x3  

¬ Kamen Stoyanov / Town of Shadows / solo show / Sarieva/Gallery, 40 Otets Paisiy Str. / September 6 – 

November 30. The exhibition explores the subject of identity through representations of the urban. The gallery 

will present new monochrome paintings created especially for the exhibition, as well as the author’s 16mm film 

“The Town of the People” (2024). Kamen Stoyanov studies the town in its intermediary mode of being between an 

“ideological project” and an attempt at a common “place to live”. His inspiration is the town of Dimitrovgrad named 

after Georgi Dimitrov, the first totalitarian leader of the former People’s Republic of Bulgaria. 

https://tinyurl.com/2u7cr7d8  
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¬ Kaliya Kalacheva and Gergana Tabakova / Volume / joint show / Kapana Gallery, 29 "Raiko Daskalov" 

Str. / September 10 - 29. ”Volume” is an exhibition about painting as a space rather than painting as part of the 

space. It is a joint creative product of artists Kaliya Kalacheva and Gergana Tabakova who rethink the concepts of 

the avant-garde from the early 20th century about the relationship between architecture and geometric 

abstraction. In their search for the common ground between ancient and modern cities, the two artists focused on 

the column, which, in addition to being a fundamental architectural element, is also a symbol deeply inscribed in 

collective memory. It is a connection between earth and heaven, represents a vertical line relating to the 

organization and orientation of the world, and is a symbol of the tree and the power of creation. 

https://tinyurl.com/yxcy8sjr  

¬  The fairytale world is called naive / group exhibition / City Art Gallery Plovdiv, Temporary Exhibition 

Hall, 15 "Knyaz Alexander I" Str. / September 4 - 24. The Association of Naive Artists in Bulgaria (AANB) 

presents a large-scale collective exhibition - a panorama of this style. Works, paintings, drawings and sculptures 

of over 25 Bulgarian authors from all over the country are included. Also featured are works from the permanent 

exhibition of the Salon of Naive and Intuitive Art in Belogradchik, featuring names from Europe and even 

Argentina. https://tinyurl.com/yavkesx5  

¬ Lyuben Zidarov (1923 - 2023) / retrospective exhibition / City Art Gallery Plovdiv, Temporary Exhibition 

Hall, 15 "Knyaz Alexander I" Str. / June 27 - September 30. The current exhibition is composed of illustrations 

for nine different books from the collection of the National Gallery, recently shown as part of the retrospective 

exhibition of the author "One Hundred Years" in the UBA gallery in Sofia. Lyuben Zidarov's work spans eight 

decades. A large part of the illustrated classics come out in several editions over the years, each time with new, 

developed versions of the illustrations - a sort of preserved creative practice of the artist - to "age" and grow wiser 

together with the works he illustrated. https://galleryplovdiv.com/bg/izlojbi/liuben-zidarov-1923-2023  

 

VARNA 

¬ Art as a countermeasure / Art Forum / Varna City Art Gallery, 1 "Lyuben Karavelov" Str. / August 30 - 

October 10. The third edition of the art forum includes two large exhibitions and an installation located in the 

inner courtyard of the Gallery. It will be possible to see the exhibition of the Plovdiv group "Edge" - one of the 

pioneers of new art forms in Bulgaria, and the exhibition of the "Process - Space" festival created by art critic 

Dimitar Grozdanov, whose history is also connected with contemporary art from the 90s those years of the 

twentieth century. https://tinyurl.com/2smkuaxt  

¬ Ognyana Serafimova / Time-space fields / solo exhibition / Varna City Art Gallery, 1 Lyuben Karavelov 

St. / September 10 - October 10. The exhibition is a side event of the art forum "Art as a countermeasure". The 

project of the author Ognyana Serafimova examines the theme of memory and is a dive into the physical world of 

objects, surfaces, materials that create the past. https://tinyurl.com/zvhmbwxe  

 

Monthly edition by Open Art Foundation 

¬ news selection : Desislava Mileva 

¬ logo : Nedko Solakov 

https://tinyurl.com/yxcy8sjr
https://tinyurl.com/yavkesx5
https://galleryplovdiv.com/bg/izlojbi/liuben-zidarov-1923-2023
https://tinyurl.com/2smkuaxt
https://tinyurl.com/zvhmbwxe


¬ cover: detail from an artwork presented in the exhibition “Volume” by Kaliya Kalacheva and Gergana Tabakova, 

Kapana Gallery, 29 "Raiko Daskalov" Str., Plovdiv, September 10 - 29. 


