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= Cristina de Middel / On the edge of reality / solo show / FotoFabrika Festival, National Gallery, The
Palace, 1, Knyaz Alexander | Sq., / January 25 — March 17. The exhibition of the globally renowned
photographer and current president of the Magnum collective presents images from five of her most popular
photographic series, including The Afronauts and This Is What Hatred Did, which have brought her immense
popularity and global recognition. Cristina de Middel explores the dual relationship of photography with truth.
Blending documentary and conceptual photography, she plays with reconstructions and symbols to blur the
boundaries between reality and fiction while commenting on pressing issues of our time.
https://nationalgallery.bg/exhibitions/cristina-de-middel/

= Kolio Karamfilov / Beyound the man / solo exhibition / Sofia Arsenal - Museum of contemporary art, 2,
Cherni Vrah Blvd. / January 26 — March 24. The exhibition comprises Kolio Karamfilov's previously unshown, or
little-known, works, selected by curator Nadezhda Dzhakova and collated with the assistance of his son Rosen
Karamfilov and gallerist Radost Kotseva. Most prominent in the selection was the recurring motif of man, which in
Kolyo Karamfilov's case was taken beyond the usual imagery, transforming it into a symbol, a signature of the
artist and his oeuvre. https://nationalgallery.bg/exhibitions/kolio-karamfilov-beyond-the-man/

= Senzor Studio / Quantum Symphony / audiovisual installation / National Gallery, The Palace, 1, Knyaz
Alexander | Sq. / February 13 - March 10. Quantum Symphony is the first-of-its-kind installation in Bulgaria that
employs revolutionary holographic technology to create a captivating sensory experience. Audiovisual effects
synchronize light and sound and transform the space into a dynamic quantum universe in a fashion that is
accessible and comprehensible to the general public, while at the same time provoking contemplation of the link
between visible and invisible, between science and art. https:/tinyurl.com/2fu8uwbp




= Krasimir Karabadjakov / Troubled surfaces / solo show / curated by Yana Bratanova / National Gallery,
The Palace, 1, Knyaz Alexander | Sq. / February 7 — April 28. “The paintings featured in the exhibition outline
the territory of the ‘imagerial compulsions’ that have haunted Krasimir Karabadjakov over the years; a reign in
which his view of painting is—iconographically, thematically, and creatively—elevated above banality.
Karabadjakov's painting indubitably belongs to the domain of the conceptual. His markedly personal expressive
gesture makes it difficult to draw a direct parallel with the oeuvre of any other artist working in a similar area. The
dynamism of form, the subtle irony and sensitivity of vision, the shifting of dimension and the skill in transforming
the space; all are major characteristics of his art.” - Yana Bratanova http:/tinyurl.com/4nf9ap3u

= Magda Abazova / Centenary of the Artist’s Birth / retrospective exhibition / curated by Nadezhda
Dzhakova, PhD / National Gallery, Kvadrat 500, 1, 19th February St. / November 23 - March 10. This
exhibition recreates Magda Abazova'’s poeticized reality, where the artist is a lyrical character and creator; follows
Magda'’s play of colour and style in all its manifoldness, but also describes distinct domains of genre and theme.
Despite her prolific output, Magda Abazova held only a few solo exhibitions. By the 1980s, there had been only
two, which explains why she was little known to the public apart from specialists and colleagues. Dimitar
Grozdanov, founder of the Process Space Art Festival, an art historian and curator, defined her as the
youngsters’ favourite, one of the first Bulgarian avant-garde artists. https://nationalgallery.bg/exhibitions/magda-
abazova-1923-2011-centenary-of-the-artists-birth/

= Christo - art and colours. Deconstruction of the Academic Knowledge / solo exhibition / National
Gallery, Kvadrat 500, 1, 19th February St. / January 09 — April 7. The exhibition is based on two donations
made by Vladimir Chimov to the National Gallery. The first one, made in 2012 and exhibited since then at Kvadrat
500, is composed of works by Hristo Yavashev — Christo (1935 — 2020) from his student years at the National
Academy of Arts. The second, made 10 years later, is from works in which Vladimir Chimov finds a connection
with projects outlining Christo's international creative success. The present exhibition interweaves these two
donations. https:/bit.ly/3SJuEEZ

7 From the newspaper to the museum. Bulgarian Cartoons, 1944-1989 / archive exhibition / Museum of
Art from the Socialist Period, 7, Luchezar Stanchev St. / November 2 - March 31. The exhibition presents
some 150 Bulgarian cartoons from the collection of the National Gallery and presents an attempt to reconstruct
the cartoon genre under the conditions of the totalitarian system of management of the political, social, and
cultural life in Bulgaria between 1944 and 1989. The represented artists include lliya Beshkov, Alexander
Zhendov, Boris Angelushev, Stoyan Venev, Boris Dimovski, Donyo Donev, Asen Grozev, Georgi Anastasov,
Tsvetan Tsekov — Karandash, Georgi Chaushov, and Stefan Despodov.
https://nationalgallery.bg/exhibitions/from-the-newspaper-to-the-museum-bulgarian-cartoons-1944-1989/

7 Nadezhda Oleg Lyahova / Preservation / solo show / The Vera Nedkova House Museum, 2, 11 August St.
/ February 15 - September 13. ‘In the Home of Vera Nedkova’, the programme launched in 2019, continues to
present contemporary artists in an atmosphere filled with a myriad of memories and marked by the artist's
intellectual and creative presence. Nadezhda Oleg Lyahova’s exhibition re-evaluates the significance and
meaning of time and memory, events and facts and opens a personal perusal of, and extensive research into,
the issue of preserving the museum as an institution and, simultaneously, transferring memory.
https://nationalgallery.bg/exhibitions/nadezhda-oleg-lyahova-preservation/

= Sounds Like a Whisper (Poetically Political) / group exhibition / curated by Galina Dimitrova and Ariel
Reichman / Sofia City Art Gallery, 1 Gurko Str/ March 12 - May 26. The exhibition presents a selection of 11
artists from 8 countries, whose artistic practice can be described as “poetically political.” The guiding principle of
this practice is that it seeks the poetic (often in distressing realities) and is interested in the state of mind of the
political sphere. The exhibition presents works by pioneers in the approach of poetic political art, such as Bas Jan
Ader (NL) and Etel Adnan (LB), as well as by contemporary artists who are actively working in this direction: Ella



Littwitz (IL), Petrit Halilaj (XK), Sejla Kameric (BH), David Horovitz (USA), Ariel Reichman (SA), Natalie Czech
(DE), and Driton Selmani (XK), together with the Bulgarian artists Pravdoluib Ivanov and Borjana Ventzislavova.
https://sghg.bg/en/exhibitions/sounds-like-a-whisper-poetically-politicalcontemporary-art-exhibition/

-1 Gredi Assa/ Travels / retrospective exhibition / Sofia City Art Gallery, 1 Gen. Gurko st. / February 27 -
May 2. Through the travel metaphor, the exhibition presents the artist's development, paying special attention to
his contribution to the development of contemporary Bulgarian art and the latter’s place on the European and
world art scene. The exhibition features more than 140 artworks, including oil and watercolor paintings and
drawings, created between the late 1970’s and the present day, some of which are exhibited for the first time.
Artworks included in the exhibition were provided by Gredi Assa himself (from his studio and personal collection),
as well as by galleries and museums throughout the country and private collectors.
https://sghg.bg/en/exhibitions/gredi-assa-travels/

= Bilyana Furnadzhieva / After nature / solo show / Vaska Emanuilova Gallery, 15 Yanko Sakazov Bivd. /
February 20 - March 20. “When Bilyana showed me what she calls her drawings and told me how she crossed
the landscapes to collect plants from the heart of the forest and transparent rocks on the shore, how she allowed
herself to be absorbed by the lights of the Baltic Sea for a long time - she recreated them with gold varak, in the
form of a star or a line, as if gaps, as if to rewrite everything and illuminate it from the inside, collecting a
panorama in several elements, each gold leaf in dialogue with its equivalent taken from nature - the long history
of the golden background came back to me.” - Bertrand Schefer, writer. The exhibition is presented within the
"Meeting Point" platform of the "Vaska Emanuilova" gallery. http:/tinyurl.com/y3bf5def

= Lyuben Zidarov / 100 years / retrospective exhibition / UBA, 6 Shipka Street / February 8 - March 23. The
Union of Bulgarian Artists celebrates the 100th anniversary of the birth of Lyuben Zidarov, an artist with a
remarkable legacy in Bulgarian art. Having devoted over seven decades to the art of the book, he is one of the
most recognizable and beloved Bulgarian illustrators. Recognized as one of the creators of the modern trend in
Bulgarian illustration from the 60s of the 20th century, Lyuben Zidarov is also one of the founders of the drawn
comic in Bulgaria and of the first Bulgarian illustrated children's magazine "Slaveyche" (1957).
https://tinyurl.com/3haefunv

= Janet Levordashka / Breathing in color / solo exhibition / UBA, 6 Shipka St. / March 5 - 19. With this
exhibition, the artist Janet Levordashka celebrates 45 years of creative activity. She graduated from the Academy
of Arts with a major in "Textiles". Over the years she has worked in the field of industrial design, creating projects
for fabrics and patterns. At the same time, she also developed in artistic textiles - her wall carpets and plastics
participate in dozens of exhibitions in Bulgaria and abroad, they are included in the interior design of public and
private spaces. In the present exhibition, in addition to the classic forms of textile works, the artist also presents
abstract paintings, sculptures and installations. https:/tinyurl.com/mw39yvss

7 Textiles / group exhibition / UBA, Rayko Alexiev Hall, 125 Rakovski Str / February 29 - March 29. In
2020, the first joint Hungarian-Bulgarian textile exhibition was presented in Budapest under the project of the
Hungarian Tapestry Art Group. The current exhibition is the second part of the project, this time in Sofia. These
joint events show the endless possibilities of textile art, which blossomed as a wall decoration in the Middle Ages
in Europe, and in the 20th century became one of the forms of contemporary art. In the present exhibition, both
woven wall carpets by Hungarian and Bulgarian artists are shown, as well as examples of contemporary textile
art. https://tinyurl.com/yybe9c9s

= The better part of us / group exhibition / Structura Gallery, 9 Kuzman Shapkarev St. / February 29 - April
4. The exhibition gathers works by 12 artists from different generations and periods - from 1992 to today. All the
works deal with different forms of violence: from the terror against women and animals, through the political
regulation and management of society (called "biopolitics" by Michel Foucault), the fearful manifestations of
nationalism, the role of toxic media environment and the manipulations of the film industry, to war as its extreme.



Although situated on the dark side of the emotional and rational spectrum, the exhibition not only documents and
warns, but also preserves the hope that a "better part" still exists. With works by Boryana Rossa and Oleg
Mavromatti, Dimitar Traychev, Kalin Serapionov, Kiril Prashkov, Constantine Zlatev, Krassimir Terziev, Neno
Belchev, Nina Kovacheva, Pravdoliub Ivanov, Simeon Simeonov, Yavor Kostadinov. https://tinyurl.com/4ha83pc6

= ART START: Young Artists to Follow in 2024 / Smack the soil / group show / Goethe-Institut, 1
"Budapest” Str. and Credo Bonum Gallery, 2 Slavyanska str. / February 27 - March 23. Art Start 2024
unites the authors and their works around the theme of Rhizome. The exhibition is based on the concept of the
rhizomatic principle formulated by French philosophers Gilles Deleuze and Félix Guattari. Artists: Denis Spasov,
Andon Bakerov, Niya Tsenkova, Marta Moskova, Yasen Martinov, Marko Lozov, Yoan Girrow, Mina Atanasova,
Teodor Georgiev, Ina Miteva, Maria llieva. https://tinyurl.com/yht8t4dx

= Zornitsa Gramkova / Sub specie lucis. From the Perspective of Light/ solo show / curated by
Dessislava Dimova / Little Bird Place Gallery, 7 "11th August" str./ March 6 - 24 . “Sub specie lucis. From
the perspective of light. is the first solo exhibition of the writer Zornitsa Gramkova. The exhibition presents a
series of photographs of the blossoms of various plants and reflects the author’s long-standing interest in botany.
In Gramkova'’s photographs, light cuts through the plucked blossoms like an X-ray, placing the reproductive
organs of the plant on the border between the potential and the impossible, between the emerging cell and the
inert matter, between life and death.” - Dessislava Dimova https:/tinyurl.com/4ev3tewn

= Sophia Dobreva - Nolita / Bluebirds / solo show / One Gallery, 1 Diakon Ignatij Str. / March 5 - 17.
Bluebirds is a visual voyage through the deep blue of the human subconscious. The artist explores her personal
prejudices and concerns as a long-term migrant, asking questions about the ingrained notions of gender,
ethnicity, and origin. Through the study of her own demons, turning them into picturesque characters and
exposing them to a wide audience, the author aims to shed light on a person's hidden life companions - his inner
struggles and fears. Sophia Dobreva - Nolita is a Bulgarian multidisciplinary artist living and working in
Manchester, UK. https://tinyurl.com/2s4kupyt

"1 Nikolay Petkov / Mostly vertical / solo show / curated by Peter Tsanev / Charta Gallery, 12 "Vrabcha"
Str. / March 6 - 29. The exhibition presents an unseen series of 40 watercolor works completed in 2019 just
before the start of the COVID-19 pandemic. With their uniform small size and peculiar writing technique, the
works can be compared to letters. Some of the titles written on these small paper letters, such as "Window of
Opportunity", "Public Field", "Fragile Support", "Sustainable Growth", "Next Future" or "Missing Horizon" today
seem to allow us to read the entire watercolor cycle as a strange and never-sent warning message.
https://tinyurl.com/bdctt7e8

= Gabriela von Habsburg / Shaping Shadows / solo exhibition / curated by Stephan Stoyanov / Arosita
Gallery, 12 B Vrabcha Str/ March 5 - April 5. Gabriela von Habsburg was born in Luxembourg in 1956. She is
a sculptor and art professor. In the current exhibition, she shows several series of sculptures made of stainless
steel, as well as graphics. Gabriela von Habsburg's sculptural language mixes tension, balance and strength.
Geometric shapes, triangles, spheres, simple lines, interact and create a specific visual ensemble of shapes and
space. https://tinyurl.com/5dd6mckw

= Filip Popov / Poem in wood and metal / solo exhibition / curated by Boyana Raycheva / Depoo Gallery,
12 Vrabcha Str. / March 6 - 30. “The exhibition brings together analog and digital works exploring the
relationship between nature and technology in the modern world. Consisting of two series, it reveals the
possibilities of art to communicate complex ideas and emotions through different techniques and means of
expression. "Poem in Wood and Metal" is a glimpse into time and space, where the past meets the future, and
nature intertwines with technology. " - Boyana Raycheva https://tinyurl.com/3asSpsww




=1 Ivan Mudov / Studies on Hysteria / solo show / curated by Boyana Dzhikova / Punta Gallery, 13 Dunav
Str. and Posta Space, 34 Knyaz Dondukov Bul. / March 6 - April 7. In his exhibition "Studies on Hysteria",
artist lvan Moudov carries out interventions in the urban environment around Posta Space and Punta Gallery.
The works deal with the topic of power structures, manifested in architectural elements. Moudov refers to existing
elements of public restriction as a critical look at monumental sculpture in a public environment. However, his
choice of means of expression leads the curator to question the artist's subconscious motivations that led to the
sublimation of the respective works. Therefore, Ivan Moudov was (voluntarily!) subjected to a deeper examination
through a series of psychoanalytic sessions. The result of this process will be additionally presented in a
publication, accompanying the exhibition. https:/tinyurl.com/2m73kyxk

= Niya Tsenkova / Doors.Gates.Portals. / solo show / KO-OP, 5 Triaditsa Str./ March 8 - 29. Niya
Tsenkova's solo show draws direct inspiration from the new location of KO-OP Art Space, transitioning from
Zaimov Park to Triaditsa 5, occupying the former Port.A gallery. The distinctive architectural elements of this
space intrigued her, leading her to delve into the building's history and evolution. Delving into the symbolism of
doors, gates, and portals, the exhibition transcends mere architectural features to explore their social and
metaphorical dimensions. In this exploration, Niya invites viewers to consider the imperceptible influence of the
past on the present. Whether marking transitions between life stages, defining boundaries or symbolizing
metamorphoses, doors emerge as integral symbols within personal and communal spaces.
https://tinyurl.com/t7wvf83t

= Johana Trayanova / Deep Diving : Her / solo show / Bobina Cultural space, 5A Triaditsa Str. / March 5 -
12. Through photographic mosaics of close-ups and details of flowers, Johana Trayanova invites reflection on the
diversity of female states and essence. Each mosaic of 20 details represents an abstract portrait of a flower
selected by the author. Trayanova delves into delicate contours and nuances, aiming for an intimate perspective
that reveals the complex relationships between overt and discreet manifestations of femininity and the female
experience. The photographs capture folds, layers, and hidden aspects, offering a spectrum of sensations — from
stillness to movement, closeness to distance, tenderness to cruelty. Multiple facets of female identity disperse
and converge repeatedly. https://tinyurl.com/frn9nmes

=1 Denislav Stoychev / Together for a little while. Millennials in Bulgaria. 2010 - 2016 / solo exhibition /
Synthesis Gallery, 55 “Vasil Levski” Blvd / February 1 - April 2. The series “Together for a Little While” by
the young documentary photographer Denislav Stoychev was shot between 2010 and 2016, during Denislav’'s
final years of high school in Yambol and his first years at university in Sofia. Denislav took countless pictures of
his close circle “of friends and friends of friends,” ultimately creating a kind of portrait of his generation. “The
hissing of months and years passing by became deafening. Coming together became a rarity. We grew apart
while growing up. Our new families and professions engulfed our day to day. Nostalgia didn't arrive then. It was
already present in every fleeting moment and every shot | took, hoping to catch a few ounces of emotion. At the
end, when the music finally stopped playing and the friends’ circles drifted apart, the gonzo-photographs in my
archive ripened into an individual project”. http:/tinyurl.com/4tesaum9

= Elena Kaludova /| love you very much / augmented reality solo show / Gallery Gallery, Sculpture park
Ploshtadka, children’s playground across the Registry Agency, 20 Elisaveta Bagryana Str. / March 8 -
September 1. The sentence “I love you very much” is among the most used by perpetrators of domestic violence
against women to excuse their behavior. It is the magic spell that is supposed to make everything alright and
make all problems go away. Except it doesn’t. Bulgaria is one the last countries in the EU, and the very last
country on the Balkans, to ratify the Council of Europe Convention on Preventing and Combating Violence
Against Women and Domestic Violence, while local law enforcement continues to fail to address cases of
domestic violence adequately, and, on average, two women die a violent death every month in the country. The
figure in | Love You Very Much dances a celebratory wedding dance in augmented reality, yet in the midst of us,
pointing to this other reality that we keep out of our thoughts as we go about our daily lives. | Love You Very



Much is an indictment of societal failure. https://www.gallerygallery.space/en/elena-kaludova-i-love-you-very-
much

PLOVDIV

= Denitsa Todorova / Image on the Edge of Matter / solo show / Sarieva/Gallery, 40 Otets Paisiy Str. /
March 15 - May 19. In her first solo show at Sarieva/Gallery, Denitsa Todorova presents her specific works on
paper which attracted the attention of the professional community and won the author numerous awards. Born in
Plovdiv, she received her education and pursued her creative path in Belgium. The author draws inspiration from
everyday phenomena, textures, forms and models like water surfaces, reflections, marble structures and firework
blasts. These are frivolous effects rather than static scenes. Random, seemingly meaningless details that
nonetheless constitute the fabric of reality. https:/tinyurl.com/28ndb59a

7 Encho Pironkov / Wooden sculptures / solo exhibition / City Art Gallery Plovdiv, Temporary Exhibition
Hall, 15 "Knyaz Alexander I" Street / February 16 - March 17. The current exhibition presents a cycle of wood
sculptures created in the 1960s and for decades remained closed in the artist's studio. They were shown for the
first time only last year in Smolyan. About the project, the curator Krasimir Linkov writes: "Is there a taboo on the
topic of the naked female body? Obviously for art and for its entire history — no. We see it in prehistory, in the
legacy of ancient civilizations, from the Renaissance to today. The use of this image is deeply personal and
pervasively mainstream. In the case of Encho Pironkov's wooden sculptures, it is deeply personal, intimate, and
although we are allowed to them, it is obscured for us by the anonymity of their address.”
https://th.me/e/1WiYMoMCZ

VARNA

= She / group exhibition / Varna City Art Gallery, 1 "Lyuben Karavelov" St/ March 7 - 26. The exhibition
explores the female image within its diversity and history through the prism of the collection of the City Art Gallery
"Boris Georgiev" - Varna. The selection made by the gallery team includes remarkable works by iconic authors -
defining names for some of the most fruitful periods of Bulgarian art. https://tinyurl.com/5yca8t3z

= Nikolai Panayotov / Tic - Tag / solo show / curated by Hristina Bobokova / Varna City Art Gallery, 1
“Lyuben Karavelov" St/ March 5 - 24. The first solo exhibition of the artist Nikolai Panayotov, who lives
between Paris and Sofia, in the City Art Gallery - Varna presents a selection of paintings, drawings and sculptural
installations. Regarding the author's approach, the curator Hristina Bobokova emphasizes: "The artist creates a
compiled image of many of the public and intimate human manifestations, which have become so animalistic in
their reactions and appearance that the revelation of the creator is complete and he depicts them as he sees
them, as whimsical creatures - half-human, half-animal.” https:/tinyurl.com/mr3xchj3

KAZANLAK



=1 The big lie. The exhibition of Dechko Uzunov from 1969 and the archeology of a scandal / documentary
exhibition / Art Gallery, central building, 9 Sv. Sv. Kiril i Metodii Str. / February 22 - May 8. The project
examines Dechko Uzunov's landmark exhibition from 1969 and a series of publications that followed the opening
aimed to discredit the artist. The exhibition is part of the calendar of events dedicated to the 125th anniversary of
Dechko Uzunov's birth. The project is organized in partnership with the Sofia City Art Gallery, the State Archives
and the Bulgarian Telegraph Agency. The exhibition includes works that were part of the artist's retrospective
exhibition from 1969. https://www.artgallerykazanlak.com/exhibitions/golyamoto-nadlagvane/

=1 Sleep / group exhibition / Art Gallery, central building, 9 Sv. Sv. Kiril i Metodii Str. and many other
locations / October 21 - March 31. The "Dream"” project is an initiative in which past and present meet through a
series of thematic exhibitions and installations deployed in multiple spaces, the majority of which are external to
the Art Gallery - Kazanlak - private properties, other museums, and cultural institutions. "There are manifestations
in our existence, peculiar divine whims, without which the survival of our biological body is impossible. Among
them is sleep - the most mysterious thing we do and takes up a third of our life. But without it, everything in us
would be subject to suffering, would destroy us. And that's why no more than 265 hours of sleeplessness are
needed. The topic of sleep is inextricably linked to dreaming. Over the past 150 years, figures like Sigmund
Freud, Carl Gustav Jung, Felix de Mendelssohn have devoted decades of their scientific pursuits to trying to
understand dreaming - its connections with life beyond sleep, the mechanisms of birth, its relationship to dying."
https://www.artgallerykazanlak.com/exhibitions/sanyat/

ART CAREER

= Artist Development Program (ADP) 2024 / residency / Application deadline 31 March. The European
Investment Bank (EIB) Institute announces its 2024 Artist Development Program (ADP) in collaboration with the
Cité internationale des arts in Paris and Neiménster (Neumiinster Abbey Heritage Site for Culture) in Luxembourg
to work on the theme “Disruption: The Imprint of man'. The program is looking for two visual artists (born after
January 1, 1989) from the countries that are members of the European Union. More information and application
conditions. http:/tinyurl.com/34umijr3e

Monthly edition by Open Art Foundation
7 news selection : Desislava Mileva
7 logo : Nedko Solakov

= cover: Johana Trayanova preparing her solo show “Deep Diving : Her” at Bobina Cultural space, 5A Triaditsa
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